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News About Sword Literature 


208 Reported Conversions In First 6 Months of Year, 32 In June 


VIOLA WALDEN, 


o/ 


Office Manager 
— 


Last week we felt a special con- | 


cern for many sections of the 
work, so Thursday night, June 29, 
we asked those of our helpers who 
could, to join in a time of prayer 
at 8:00. (Each morning at 10:00 
we call our workers together for 
prayer). Seven of the. workers 
were present, also our pastor, Rev. 
J. C. Macauley, Dr. Rice’s song 
leader, Rev. Shufelt, another spe- 
cial friend of ours here, Mr. H. 8S. 
DeVelde, and Dr. and Mrs. Rice. 
For some time we have felt God 
wanted us to enlarge The Sword of 
the Lord to eight pages —we 
asked his leading there. ‘Then the 
printer of the paper, Mr. Wm. H. 
McNitzky, of Denton, Texas, has 
been short-handed. If he is to print 
an eight page paper, then he will 
need more help and larger equip- 
ment — we asked God for that. 
Then we have just given a con- 
tract for a million copies of the 
booklet, What Must I Do to be 
Saved, printing alone for which 
will cost $5,800. Other bills are 
coming due. Then Dr. Rice has a 
great need for an associate editor. 
We are mailing out 63,000 sample 
copies of the paper — all these we 
gathered to pray about. Then we 
prayed for God's blessing on the 
literature until almost 11:00 
o'clock. It was a time of heart- 
searching and real praying: After 
we had laid these things before the 
Lord, we read some of. the letters 
which had come to the office last 
week, letters from those who had 
trusted Christ for salvation. After 
we had finished; one of the group 
remarked, “You get so many good 
letters like these, I suppose they 
become commonplace after a- 
while.” Oh, but that isn’t true! 


They are “love-letters’”’ to us. The 


angels are ahead of us just a little 
—they rejoice when the sinner 
turns to Christ: we have to wait 
for the letter, but our time comes! 
The more letters we get from those 
who have trusted Christ, the more 
certain we become that God is: lis- 
ing this means to save sinners: 
In checking the records today 
for the past six months, we found 
that we had letters from 208 peo- 
ple reported as having trusted 
Christ after reading books and 


“pamphlets written by Dr. Rice, or 


sermons published in The Sword of 
the Lord. Thirty-two of these let 
ters came in June, thirty from the 
booklets, and two from sermons 
published in the paper. 

Here are a few of the letters: 


Marine Saved: ''Literally on fire 
for God" 


“June 24, 1944 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“My husband was drafted into 
the Marines March 29. He was one 
of the most unconcerned persons I 
ever saw, and didn’t think he had 
done anything bad enough to be 
saved. I had been praying for him 
for 5 years. So when he went to 
leave I tucked in a little Bible and 
one of your little booklets on What 
Must I Do To Be Saved? 

“Tt wasn’t long until he wrote 
-back he was studying them both, 


}} - and on May 14, he was in church 
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and was gloriously saved. He 
wouldn’t let the chaplain baptize 


» Asking and 
\ Receiving” 
America’s best seller’on Prayer, by 
Dr. John R. Rice. 328 pages, 21 
chapters, $1.50. 
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him, but last week he was home 
on furlough and was baptized into 
the First Baptist Church here at 
home. He was literally on fire for 
God. He told everyone he met 
about his experience with God. The 
night he was baptizedysthe church 
was packed .(a lot from. curiosity) 
and he got up and told the entire 
house what a Savior he had. 


“Before he came home, he won 
five Marines to Christ,'(2 Cathol- 
ics). Now he’s gone back ‘and he 
wants some more of; your little 
booklets on What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? to help im, win. more 
Marines. Mrs. L. B. 

Newata, Okla. 


"| Gave My Heart to Jesus the 


Best | Could" 


“June 22 ,1944 
“Evangelist John R. Rice 
“Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Dr. Rice; 

“T am writing this letter in bed. 
I want to tell you about my life. 
I want to say that I have made a 
mess of it. 

“About ten years ago, I attend- 
ed a meeting and. the, pga 
preached on Hell. IT thought I was 
saved. I was brought up in the 


(Continued on page four) 


The Bible Proves That 


PRAYER BRINGS REVIVAL 


The Most Important Reason Why Souls Are Not Saved In Our Churches, Why Soul-Winning Does Not 
Flourish Everywhere There Is a Christian, Is Because of the Lack of Persistent, Fervent, Prevailing Prayer. 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: 
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” —Luke 24:49. 


“And when they were come.in, they weent up into an upper 
room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and 
Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, 
James, the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas 
the brother of James. These all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.’ —Acts 1:13, 14. 


“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together; and they. were all. filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with bold- 
ness... And with great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was up- 
on them all . . .And believers were the more added to the 


Lord, multitudes both of men 
Acts 5:14. 


and women.’’— Acts 4:31, 33; 


“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 


Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work 


whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted 
and prayed, and laid their hands upon them, they sent them 
away. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 
unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.” — 


Acts 13:2-4. 


- 
As 


The Precious B 


lood 


EVANGELIST JOE HENRY HANKINS, D.“D. 


; ®> 
(Sermon preached October 8, 1943, at Claim Street Baptist Church, ; 
Aurora, Illinois. Stenographically reported for The Sword of the Lord.) 


We read two passages, first, 


I John 1:7: 


"The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
The other is I Peter 1:18,19: 


"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 


things, as silver and 


oat from your vain conversation received 


by tradition from your fathers; ‘But with the precious blood of Christ, 


as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 


IN THESE TW@. SCRIPTURES THERE ARE TWO 


THINGS WHICH STAND IN CONTRAST WITH EACH} 


OTHER. THERE IS SIN ON THE ONE HAND AND THE 


—" 


BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST ON THE OTHER. 


1. WHAT SIN DOES 


Sin is the most tragic fact in 
human life, the blackest page in 
human history. Thersad@est day 
in the history of the human race 
was when sin entered the world. 
Paul said, “By one. man sin 
entered into the world, and 
death by sin.” One of the 
strangest things in human life to 


-me niger esate. a hediaen 
devil and follow sin, why people 
bservation and by 


cannot learn by o vat 

the experience of the human race 
for six thousand years that sin 
does not pay. Sin robs human life 
of Seer ying that is really worth 
while. sie 


|. Sin is Destructive. 

When Paul said, “The wages of 
sin is death,” he was not merely 
talking about physical death, but 
about spiritual death also. Those 
two are included in it. But the wa- 
ges of sin is death to everything 


|that is worthwhile in human life. 


It is death to human character. It 
is death to happiness. O, how it de- 
stroys! That is what Paul means 
when he said, “The wages of sin 
is death.” Sin is the most destruc- 
tive thing in the world. It destroys 
human bodies, breaks them. down 


and brings disease and physical 


; x 
- 4s ete 
ag EE ore ne * 


, - 
suffering. It brings people to an 


untimely grave. 


I have a book in my library en- 
titled “The Economic Waste of 
Sin,” written by a great physician 
and a great business man working 
in conjunction. After resedrch and 
study, the authors of that book 
came to the conclusion that sin 
costs the average man in America 
twenty-five years of his life. Think 
of it! The price of sin costs the av- 
. American twenty-five years 
of his life! I tell you, that is an 
awful price to pay for sin, isn’t it? 
If you cotid go to some of the 
health resorts and see them come. 
I have lived near Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, all my life and t is 
one ox: the great health resorts of 
the world. One of the most pitiful 
things you ever saw in your life is 
to go there and see the wrecks of 
sin as they come in there for treat- 
ment. : 

But sin not only destroys human 
bodies; it destroys human minds. 
In the last generation the state of 
Arkansas has had to enlarge its 
insane asylum more than fourfold: 
in one generation! I was talking 
one day to the superintendent of 
that instiution and he said to me, 
“What brings these people here” 


of Jesus 


Ta man 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 
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What causes this trouble?’’ He 
said, ‘Preacher, ninety-five percent 
of it is sin.” He said, . is caused 
by their own sins or by the sins 
of those who went before them.”’ 
The wages of sin is death. 


Sin destroys homes. Go to the 
divorce courts of America and see 
them grinding’ out their awful toll 
of human wreckage. I care not 
what the cause that brings on a 
divorce, nor who is to blame nor 
who is not—it can not happen 
without hurting everybody that is 
concerned in. it. 

One of the finest women that I 
had in my church when I was a 
pastor in Texas had her home brok- 
en by sin when her little boy was 
just a baby. She took that child 
and, facing life with a broken 
heart, tried to bring him up for the 
Lord. One .of the last things she 
old me after her boy was grown 
and married was, “Brother Hank- 


(Continued on page two) 
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l; WHAT WE MEAN BY REVIVAL 


Revival of God's People And Soul- 


Winning Are Inseparable 


When I say that prayer brings 
revival, I mean that prayer brings 
about the salvation of sinners. 
Prayer endues Christians with 
power from on high, so that they 
win souls. 

I know that it is customary to 
draw a meticulous distinction be- 
tween a revival among Christians 
and evangelism among lost people. 
Those who already have life are re- 
freshed and made to live abun- 
dantly in» a revival, we are told; 
Lost people cannot be revived, they 
must be reborn. And that distinc- 
tion in the basic meaning of the 
terms is legitimate. But in actual 
practice a revival among Chris- 
tians,, a true revival of New Tes- 
tament Christianity, a revival of 
the power and blessing of almighty 
God on His children, always brings 
about the salvation of sinners. in 
actual practice a revival campaign 
and an evangelistic campaign are 
the same. 

Jesus said, “Follow me and I 
will make you fishers of men” 
(Matt. 4:19). So when Christians 
get right and go to following 
Christ, he makes them into soul- 
winners. Whatever revives Chris- 


tians, wins sinners. 


Again Jesus said, ‘I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: he that abid- 
eth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). Every time a Chris- 
tian is revived, in the sense that he 
feels Christ’s presesnce, that his 
will is surrendered to Christ, so 
that he is conscious of the favor, 
the presence, the power of Christ, 
and does the will of Christ, then 
that Christian inevitably bears 
fruit. A Christian abiding in Christ 


must win souls, does win souls. A 


revived Christian is a soul-winner. 


The love that Christians have 
for Christ sometimes grows cold, 
but if that love be wonderfully re- 
vived and burns hot again, in the 
Christian’s hea.-t, it win souls. 
For Jesus said, ‘He that hath my 
commandments, and keepth them, 
he it is that loveth me’ (John 14: 
21), and again He said, “If 
love me, he will keep 
my words. (John. 14:23). So 
when love is revived in the heart 
of a Christian, what does he 
do? Immediately he will set out | 
to observe the great commission, 
the Saviour’s princi al command. 
Immediately he wil! set out to win 
souls, the object nearest the heart 
of the Lord Jesus. A "evived love 
makes soul-winners. 

These illustrations prove that 
there is no real distinction between 
a Bible revival of Christians and 
evangelism among the unsaved. 
They are parts of the same great 
movement of the Spirit of God. So , 
when I say that prayer brings re- 
vival, I mean that prayer brings 
about the conversion of the un- 
saved and puts the church and the 
Christian back into the soul-win- 
ning business. It is perfectiy right 
to call the great evangelistic cam- 
paigns of Charles G. Finney, of D. 


(Continued on page two) 
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PAGE TWO 


The Bible Proves That. 


Prayer Brings Revival 


(Continued from page one) 


L. Moody, and of R. A. Torrey, and 
of J. Wilbur Chapman and ot Billy 
Sunday, revivals. Successful evan- 
gelistic campaigns are wlways re- 
vivals. The evangelistic campaign 
that is not a revival is not suc- 
cessful. Evangelism and reviv.ii 
cannot be divorced. 


The Fulness of the Spirit Is Revival 
Spirit-filled Christians win souls. 


Christians not filled with the Spir- 


it do not win souls. The fulness of 
the Spirit is the one and only equip- 
ment that makes a soul-winner. 
Jesus said to His disciples be- 
fore He went away, “But ye shall 


- receive power, after that the Holy 


Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me, both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and through the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” 
(Acts 1:8). When the Holy Spirit 
came on them, they would have 
power, would Witness for Jesus, 
with soul-winning power. 

The Holy Spirit now dwells in 
every believer. Only as He fills and 
controls the Christian is the Chris- 
tian prepared for God’s work. As 


.D. L. Moody said, it is foolish and 


presumptuous to try to do God's 
work without God’s power. We do 
not need to seek for the Holy Spir- 
it to dwell in our bodies, if we are 
saved. He is the one who saved us, 
and when He saved us He came in 
to dwell forever. In @orinthians 
6:15 and 20 and Romans 8:9 show 
that the Holy Spirit now lives in 
the body of every believer. But His 
fullness, His anointing, His com- 
ing upon one for power, in soul- 
winning is an entirely ‘different 
matter. Many Christians, truly 
saved, having the Holy Spirit abid- 
ing in them, know nothing of His 
soul-winning power, because they 
have never sought it. The fulness of 
the Spirit is an entirely different 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit 
than His indwelling. 

The incoming of the Holy Spirit, 
representing the Saviour, .to 
cleanse and regenerate the human 


heart and make His bode in the 


human body and tne human life, 
means salvation and security. But 
the flood-tides of the Holy Spirit, 
filling the Christian, means_reviv- 
‘al., and hence soul-winning passion 
and power. 

It is in this latter sense that Je- 
sus promised the Holy Spirit who 
will “teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said un- 
‘to you” (John 14:26). It is in this 
sense of His fulness that the Com- 
forter, the Spirit of.truth” is pro- 
mised to testify of Jesus and make 
it so the Christian also shall bear 
witness (John 15:26. 27). It is on- 
ly when the Holy Spirit fills Chris- 
tians with His mighty power that 
He reproves the world of sin and 
of righteousness and of judgment, 
bringing conviction to the unsaved, 
as Jesus promised in John 16:8. 


Therefore, if we seek revival, we 
must seek to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. If we want to win 
souls, and want our churches to 
have floodtides of blessing with 
multitudes saved, we must seek to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
seek to have our churches filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 

‘Take note carefully that when 
the Bible speaks about the fulness 
of the Spirit, and commands Chris- 
tians to be filled with the Spirit, 
the Scripture neither commands 
Christians to seek nor authorizes 
them to expect speaking in tongues 
nor sinless perfection, nor eradica- 
tion of the carnal nature, When 
the Bible commands Christians to 
be filled with the Spirit, it simply 
means that we should desire and 
seek and find the mighty out-pour- 
ing of God’s power, as the Holy 


_§pirit takes possession and fills us 


and uses:us. And remember that 
- THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Christ is primarily interested in 
winning souls. That is what He 
came to earth to do. That is what 
He rejoices cver now in Heaven. 
That is the central object in his 
Great Commission given to every 
Christian. That is what He sends 
the Holy Spirit upva His disciples 
for. The fulness of the Spirit is 
to make soul-winners, We shail re- 
ceive power and witness for Jesus 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
us, as Jesus pluinly said in Acts 
1:8. 

A revival, then, among God’s 
people, means a great turning to 
soul-winning. And the passion, and 


spiritual wisdom and supernatural 


power required for soul-winning 
are brought about by the fulness 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Now that we have tried to show 
what a revival is, a mighty out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost on God's 
people to make them soul-winners, 
let us show that such a revival is 
brought about by prayer. | 


ll. THE BIBLE PROMISES REVIV- 
AL IN ANSWER TO PRAYER 


It is certain that the Bible pro- 
mises revival in answer to prayer. 
Note the following proof. 


|. First, General Prayer Promises 
Certainly Include Revival And The 
Power of the Holy Spirit For Soul- 
Winning 

_ There are a number of very ae- 
finite promises which mention the 
power of the Holy Spirit and en- 
courage us to pray for this power 
and pray for a revival. But before 
we come to them, I call your at- 
tention to the fact that many, 
many general promises of answers 
to prayer cover this question of 
soul-winning revival power. Con- 
sider the following: 


a. Jeremiah 29:12, 13 ‘‘Then shall 
ye call upon me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto me, and I will 
hearkxen unto you. And ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your 
heart.” We can seek God, and can 
find Him, when we search for Him 
with all of our hearts, says this 
Scripture. Any honest interpreta- 
tion of this promise must make it 
mean that we can find God’s bless- 
ing on His people, the forgiveness 
and cleansing of their sins, their 
enduement of power from on high, 
for soul-winning, His smile of pros- 
perity on their efforts to get the 
gospel out to every creature. 

b. John 14:18, 14 “And whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
anything in my name, I will do it.” 
Here is a promise that covers !it- 
erally anything, 
provided you can ask it in Jesus’ 
name. “If ye shall ask anything in 
my name, I will do it.” Christ spe- 
cially commanded us to win souls. 
It is the matter nearest His heart. 


‘It ought to be easier to beseech 


the Lord for a revival, for help to 
do His blesssed work of winning 
souls, than to pray about anything 
else. Beyond any peradventure, 
this promise is intended to cover 
the matter of power for the Lord's 
work. In fact, this promise is di- 
rectly connected with the preced- 
ing verse, John 14:12, which says, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also; and 
greaer works than these shall he 
do; because I go unto my Father.” 
It is specially concerning the 
works which Jesus did and which 
He left for us tc do after Him, that 
we are to pray for anything and 
get it! 

c. Mark $:23, ‘Jesus said unto 
him, If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth.” Here the father of the af- 
flicted son came to plead with Jc- 
sus to heal his demon-possessed 
boy. The father had just prayed, 
“Tf thou canst do anything, have 
compassion on us, and help us.” 
Then Jesus told him that if he 
could believe, in connection with 


such a prayer, then all things are 


possible to one who believes. If 
God’s “all things’ covered the case 
of the afflicted boy, it also covered 
everything else, 


honest paraphrase of the words of 
Jesus to say, “If thou canst believe 
revivals are. possibla to him that 
believeth.” rs 

d. Mark 11:24. “Therefore I say 


“Whatsoever,” 


and heiice it oy-, 
ers revivals. It would be a fair and 


THE 


unto you, What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.” Jesus said, “What things 
soever ye desire.’’ Then if you de- 
sire a revival and souls saved, this 
promise fits your case, and it 
would be fair to paraphrase the 
promise in these words: “The re- 
vivals. ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them.” With such a 
promise in the Bible, certainly 
Christians have the plain obliga- 
tion to pray for revival. Or if Chris- 
tians need a special enduement of 
power from God, they have a right 
to paraphrase it, “The fulness of 
the Spirit ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive it and ye 
Shall have it.” Where God gives 
faith for revivals when you pray, 
He will give the revival. Where 
God gives you faith to claim the 
power and fulness of the Holy 
Spirit. in soul-winning, this pro- 
mise guarantees you shall have 
them. And so it is. | 

e. Matthew 18:19. “Again I say 
unto you, That if two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven.” Again we 
have a universal promise that cov- 
ers every human need. This pro- 
mise is about revivals, about the 
promise of the Holy Spirit for soul- 
winning, because it is about liiter- 
ally anything. It would be an hon- 
est paraphrase of this Scripture, 
clearly within the divinely inspired 
meaning, to quote the promise 
thus, “If two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching revivals, and ihe 
power of the Holy Spirit, that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father which is in heaven.’ 
“Anything” certainly includes re- 
vivals, includes the fulness of the 
Spirit and -His mighty soul-win- 
ning power. 

f. Matthew 21:22. (And all 
things whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
This is a general promise about 
all things whatsoever.” It literally 
means “all revivals, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
Shall receive.” And “all the power 
of the Holy Spirit, whatsoever ye 
Shall ask in prayer, believing, ve 
shall receive.” : 

gy. James 4:2..“Ye have not te- 
cause ye ask not.” If this promise 
applies to daily food for the body, 
it also applies to food for the soul. 
If it applies to help in man’s busi- 
ness, it certainly applies to help 
in God’s business. If we have jot 
jobs because we ask not, then we 
have not revivals because we a3k 
not. If we have not wisdom be- 
cause we ask not, zhen it is #iso 
true that we have not tle fulness 
of the Holy Spirit Decause we ask 
not. 

These general prayer prom‘ses 
certainly apply to all the things 
that affect the Christian life. It 
would be unthinkable to sup,.ose 
that Christians are encouraged to 
pray about everything else in the 
world but for revivals. It would 
certainly be a perversivn of Scrip- 
ture for us to hold that when God 
said, “Anything’ ’and “all things 
whatsoever’ He did not mean the 
most important things a Christian 
can have in the world, the fulness 
of His Spirit and the foodtides of 
revival from Heaven. These gener- 
al Bible promises, if there.were not 
another word about it in the Bible, 
would justify any Christian in 
praying for revival. Yea, these pro- 
mises alone involve a sole.an duty 
to pray for revival, to pray for the 
power of God to come upon us, to 
pray for the salvation of multi- 
tudes, to pray that sinners w.ll be 
convicted, that the Word may lhe 
preached with power, that soul- 
winners may have wisdom, that 
supernatural results .ay attend 
our efforts to carry out the great 
commission and get the gospel to 
every creaure. These promises in- 
vite and command us ‘to pray for 
revival, to pray for the power of 
the Holy Spirit, and they asundant- 
ly justify the doctrine that reviv- 
als come in answer to prayer. 


2. However, There Are Also Speci- 
fic Promises That Revival Comes 


In Answer To Prayer 


But God was so anxious to have 
us pray for revival, to have us ask 
for His power, to have us seek’with 
all our hearts at a throne of mercy 
for the Holy Spirit to breathe upon 


-us for soul-winning, that He has 


a good many special promises on 
that very matter in the Bible. I 
call your attention to some of them. 

a. IIChronicles 7:14. “If my peo- 
ple, which are called by my name, 


shall humble: themselves, and pray, 
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ins, as hard as I have fought, 1 
just could not do it by myself. And 
the boy’s life is a wreck.” She said, 
“T tell you, nobody can go through 
the divorce mill and ever be the 
same again.” 

J. Edgar Hoover, head of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
made a speech some time ago, in 
which he said that seventy-five per 
cent of the youthful criminals of 
America are from broken homes. 
Sin destroys. 

Sin destroys happiness. Two 
young people fall in love wich eack 
other. It is the most beautiful 
thing in the world. The voung man 
leads her to the marriage altar. 
That is the most sacred thing in 
human life. It is also one of the 
most beautiful scenes in all human 
life, when love has brought two 
young lives together, and they are 
joined in the holy bonds of sacrec 
wedlock, then with all the: dreams 
of youth and the enthusiasm of 
that love, they face life together 
and go out to make a new Lome. 
Sorrow may come into that home 
but sorrow will never break _ it. 
Sorrow welds two lives toy ther 
more firmly than ever. For where 
two people have suffered together, 
they become one in deed and in 
truth. Poverty may come and they 
will face it together and fight the 
battle together, and when they win 
the victory they are more closeiv 
bound together tnan ever before. 
But let sin stitk its ugly head into 
that home, and the home is gone 
on the rocks. 

When I was a pastor in Texas, 
I walked down the street one day 


and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their 


sin, and will heal their land.’’ Here’ 


is a specific promise for God’s peo- 
ple that are called by His name. 
It is specifically a promise for peo- 
pie who have sinned, and who be- 
cause of their sin have the judg- 
ment of God upon them, drouth, or 
locusts, or pestilence, as the pre- 
ceding verse explicitly says.° If 
God’s people who have sinned and 
brought. down His anger upon 
them, shall humble themselves and 
pray and seek His face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then God 
has promised to hear from Heaven, 
and to forgive their sin, and to 
heal their land. This promise in- 
volves paysical blessing, but. it in- 
volves the forgiveness of sin, also. 
It involves God’s own people, but 
it also involves their land. Surely 
on one would suggest that this 
promise is altogether for material 
things and that God is not here en- 
couraging His people to pray for 
spiritual healing of the land as 
well. God’s people can have a re- 
vival, can have their own Sins for- 
given, and can have their land 
healed, if they will humble them- 
selves and pray and seek God’s 
face and turn from their wicked 
way. This is a great revival text. 
Oh, that we may believe it and 
teach it to the people and practice 
it! Forgiveness and power up.n us 
will result, if'we meet this condi- 
tion, and a mighty revival y :)1] re- 
sult with multitudes saved. 


b. Luke 24:49. “And, wehold, I 
send the promise of my Father up- 
on, you; but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.”: Jesus has 
just given the great commission 
and the command... “That repent- 
ance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among a:l 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”’ 
And He told the apostles, “Ye ere 
witnesses of these things” (Luke 
24:47,.48). Then. in the specific 


matter of carrying out the great 


commission, Jesus commands the 
disciples to “tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from: on high.”’ 

They were commanded to tarry 
in Jerusalem until the power came 
upon them, power to witness tor 
Jesus and win souls. And here is a 
clearly implied promise. After they 
had tarried in Jerusalem, they 
would receive power. 

It is foolish to say that the word 
pray. The disciples themselves un- 
derstood it to mean they should 
“tarry” here does not mean to 
pray, and pray they did! (Acts 1: 
13,,14). Jesus did not command 
them to tarry until'a church should 
be founded, though some people 
think of that when they think of 
Pentecost. He did not ask them to 

until there was a - 


pee | : : dispensa 
iona: eo oa | and the Holy Spirit 
came into their bodies. to dwell. No, 
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of Jesus 


and when I turned a corner, I saw 
a man walking up and down the 
sidewalk... I wondered what it 
meant. He was looking across the 
street at a little cottage as he 
walked back and forth. I passed 
him, by. Down at the corner, I met 
his beautiful little four year old 
girl. She came up to me and said, 
“Mommy. doesn’t love daddy any 
more.” She said, “Mommy has 
gone off with another man.’ Five 
years before, this young man and 
this young woman, two of the fin- 
est young people in town, had 
married.’ A year later this splendid 
little girl came and they were rad- 
iantly happy. When this little girl 
was born, the young man’s father 
gave them. this little bungalow for 
their home, and for nearly four 
years that little home was a bit of 
Heaven with that ray of sunshine 
that came in to bless it. But one 
day the mother tampered with sin. 
Soon she had ventured out into it: 
and in a year’s time the man was 
walking up and down the sidewalk, 
twirling that door key in his fin- 
ger and a little golden-haired girl 
was saying, “Mommy doesn’t love 
daddy any more.” 


O, why do people tamper with 


sin! Why can’t people learn that 


sin does not pay: 


2. Sin: Makes a Man An Enemy of 
God 


Not only is sin destructive but 
sin makes a man an enemy of God. 
It is rebellion against God. It is de- 
fiance of God. Man was made for 
God’s glory. And if man would 
just turn himself over to God, God 
would make life wonderful and glo- 
rious and sweet and happy and 
rich. Why will a man pursue a 
course that makes him an enemy 
to God? Like Daniel said to Bel- 
shazzar, “The God in whose hand 
thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified.’ 

Every man in this town who is 
in sin tonight is absolutely depend- 
ent upon'God for every breath he 
breathes; dependent upon God for 
every heart beat that keeps him 
alive; dependent upon God for his 
food and raiment —how quickly 
God can take it away;—he is de- 
pendent upon God for his health; 
and yet he will use that health and 
strength that God gives him to de- 
fy God.*He will turn his back on 
God and use the breath that God 
gives him to take God’s name in 
vain. O, What sin will do to a man! 


3. Sin. Makes a Man An Enemy Of 
His Own Loved Ones 


Sin makes man the worst enemy 
that his own oved ones ever had. 
I have seen thousands of Christian 
women Carry a broken heart day 
after day, week after week, month 
aftr month because they had un- 
saved husbands who would not ?is- 
ten to their pleas and their prayers 
to stand by their side in the home. 
And the wife had to fight that 

(Continued on page three) 


that happened the day Jesus rese 
from the dead (John 20:21, 22). 
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in the bodies of Christians began 
the very day that Jesus was glori- 
fied in His resurrection body, just 
exactly as Jesus had promised in 
John 7:37-39. The disciples were 
not waiting for the indwelling of 
the Spirit; they were waiting tor 
power from on high, begging God 
for the fulness of the Spirit. Jesus 
did not ask them to wait until they 
had been baptized into the body 
of Christ. The fact is that all 
saved people are put into the Body 
of Christ, buried into that body, 
made a part of it just as a stone 
is made a part of a wall, when 
they are saved, And these discipl2s 
were already saved, already pirt 
of the mystical body that will be 
caught out at the rapture, when Je- 
sus comes. No, Jesus expressly told 
them, they were to tarry (in pray- 
er) until they were endued with 
power from on high, until the re. 
vival came, until the fulness of the 


Holy Ghost should come upon - 


them! 

The promise of Luke 24:49 was 
specifically: and immediately for 
the apostles. But it also for 


all of the hundred and twenty wk» 


gathered in the upper room. Dut 
if the great commission, given in 
the same passage of Scripture, is 
for all Christians down through 
the years, then certainly. the pro- 
mise of the power of the Holy 


Spirit for those who wait u the. . 


is for other Christians, too. 
(Continued on page four) 
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battle alone to bring up for God 
the children who came into that 
home, to stand alone between them 
and the devil, literally bleecling her 
life away. I tefl you, it is not fdir 
for a man to stand at the marriage 
altar and let that woman give him 
herself and her name and every- 
thing in the world — her life from 
then on is dependent upon him; her 
happiess is in his hands, and he 
has taken a solemn vow to stand 
by. her in sickness, in health, in 
poverty, in adversity, in whatever 
life may hold—and then to fail 
her in the thing that means more 
to her than everything else in life. 
It is not fair when she is trying to 
make a Christian home for her 
children, trying to bring them up 
for God, trying to fight the devii 
and keep him away from their 
door, for that man not to stand 
in there with her. But not only 


‘will he.not do that, but one of the 


saddest things about it is that in 
many cases, he is simply tearing 


down all the time the thing she; m 


is fighting for, and his influence on 
her children. is leading them the 
other way. I tell you, a man who 
will do that is the worst enemy 
that a woman ever had. No one in 
the world can ever do anything to 
her that will break her heart like 
that..And yet she loves him better 
than life itself. How can a man do 
it? You know, I have seen only 
two cases in my life where a man 
stood for God and his wife did not 
stand with.uim,. Just two cases. 
What does that-mean? That simp- 


~ ly means that she is fairer: than he 


is. It means that when he stands 
in there for God, more than nine- 
ty-nine. times out of one hundred 
she will stand with him. Many a 
man has failed a wife.and broken 
her heart, and ‘sent that wife to 
an untimély grave because. he 
failed her here. 


And then, the sinner is not only 
an enemy to his wife, but he is an 
enemy to his own children. I would 
rather anybody would do anything 
on earth to my two girls than to 
lead them to Hell. You say, and 
the law says, that if a man comes 
in and steals the character of a 
girl, the father would be. justified 
in taking his life. But I tell you. I 
had a thousand times rather a man 
would do that than for somebody 
to lead one of those little girls to 
Hell. Nobody could do anything to 
one of my girls that would be half 
as tragic as to lead them from 
God and to Hell for eternity. Yet 
many a man is leading his own 
children to Hell over the prayers 
of his wife. 

Besides all this the cruelest 
thing a person could do. to those 


‘who love him best is to live and die 
without God and go to Hell and 
leave them without any hope of 
ever seeing him again. Death is 
hard enough at best. It is hard 
enough to follow the body of a 
child out yonder to the grave and 
put it away when you know he-has 
gone to Heaven. It is hard enougn 
to say the last goodbye to mother 
or father or to husband or wife 
or brother or sister whom you 
know has gone to Heaven. But 
when you have to say the last good 
bye and know that they have gone 
/to Hell and you have no comfort 
and no hope, I tell you, you could 
not do anything to those who love 
you that would be half as cruel 
as that. 


W.hen I was a pastor out in Tex- 
as, I sat by the bedside one day 
while an old man eighty years of 
age breathed out his last. I was 
on one side of the bed and his son, 
who was then about thirty-five 
years old and a fine. Christian 


one of his father’s hands while I 


| held the other as the old man died. 


When: the old man breathed his 
last this young man stood up by 
the side of that bed as his great 
strong body shook with sobs. He 
fell right across his dead father’s 
body and began to -cry’‘out, “Oh, 
papa, why did you do it? Why did 
you do it.?”’.I walked around on 
the other side of the bed and put 
ymy-arms around him.and.I said; 
“Old fellow,. dont’ take it like that. 
The time comes when all of us 


must. give up our .parents.” He 
looked up at me and said, “You 
don’t know and you _ never~ will 
know..for your mother and father 
are both Christians.”..He said, ‘‘T 
gave up mother seven years ago, 
but when mother died,.it wasn't 
like this. Mama was a Christian. 
Mama has gone to»heaven. But, 
Brother Hankins. I will never -see 


Papa again. He has gone to’Hell.’”’ | : 


And then again he fell across that 
body and said, “O Papa, why did 
you do it?” 

In contrast to that, in a few 
days after that I had the funeral 
of another man in that town. His 
wife and thirteen year old girl 
came by to look in the casket in 
the altar of that church. The girl 
leaned over the casket, took the 
dead man’s face in her two hands 
and kissed it and wet it with tears 
and finally she patted his cheeks 
and said, -“Goodbye, Daddy.” And 
then she looked up at her mother 
and said, ‘‘No, no, it isn’t goodbye, 
Daddy, it is just goodnight, Daddy, 
we will see you in the morning.” 
Then she looked up at me and said, 
“Brother Hankins, we don’t have 
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me 


man, sat on the other side. He held’ 


girl in a stateroom on her face, 


by! my baby! my baby!” 


‘FE’ bleod, 


| be as white as snow; though they 


‘bruised and bleeding humanity ? 


to tell him goodbye because he is 
a Christian and we will see him 
again.” 

Yes, there is a morning coming. 
When you think of that reunion 
over yonder on the other side, it 
takes the sting out of death, but 
when you have to say goodbye and 
know that it is goodbye forever; 
that is what sin does. That is what 
it means to leave God out of your: 


life. 
4. Sin Is Retributive 


One of the saddest things about 
Sin is that you have to pay off. O 
my friend, pay-day comes. Don’t 
think that you can beat it. You 
cannot do it. And to me one of the 
saddest things about pay-day is 
that the innocent must suffer with 
the guilty. 

Out in Texas where I was pas- 
tor, a beautiful twenty year old 
girl who was teaching school at a 
nearby town, came home to spend 
the summer with her parents. 
When summer was over, she got 
on the train to go back to her lit- 
tle school. But during the last 
school term she had gone into sin 
and immorality. She realized as 
she neared the town where she 
was to teach that she could not go 
back, that in just a few months her 
sin must come out. And just be- 
fore she got to the town she got 
off at a little village and waited 
until the next train came going 
back toward her home. She got on 
the train to go back home but the 
nearer she got to home, the more 
she realized that she did not have 
courage to face it. When the train 
pulled into her home town, she did 
not get off. Eight miles beyond 
there, the train stopped at the next 
town, and the porter found this 


dead. They. brought her home. It. 
was one of the saddest funerals I 
ever witnessed. When the old gray- 
haired mother came. by ‘the casket 
to: tell her baby -girl goodbye, she 
stood there and. said, “Oh, my ba- 


One morning three months later 
the father awoke and mother was 
not in bed. He said, “Mother is up 
mighty early this morning for 
some reason.” He called, wonder- 
ing if she were sick. She did not 
answer. He got up and began to 
search about the house and call 
more loudly but there was no an- 
swer..-After awhile he noticed a 
little note on the dresser. He 
walked over, picked it up and read 
it: “Daddy, I just simply could not 
stand it any longer. You will find 
my body in the cistern.” He went 
out in the yard, looked down into 
the cistern and there was her body. 

O, my friend, that is what sin 
does. And when pay-day comes — 
and it is coming —you cannot suf- 
fer alone; “for no man lives to 
himself and no man dies to him- 
self.”’ O the suffering and the heart- 
ache and the heart-break in this 
old world! Sin has shed rivers of 
blood and oceans of tears. Sin is 
the most dangerous thing a person 
ever tampered with on this earth. 
You had better play with a Dia- 
mond-back rattlesnake than to 
tamper with sin. 

Then the climax of sin, when it 
is finished, is death. It separates 
from-God forever, and it damns a 
soul in Hell through an awful 
eternity. 


ll. WHAT THE BLOOD DOES 


But over against that black pic- 
ture of sin, there is the blood of 
Jesus Christ. “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us, from 
all sin.” Take all the sin of the 
world, and imagine it, if you will, 
all collected in one great heap. 
Pile it up and up and up until it 
is like a mighty mountain peak 
that rears its head up into the sky, 
yea, to the very throne of God, and 
paint it with the midnight black- 
ness of Hell—-I will give you one 
sentence that will take it all 
away: “The blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
Praise God, © 
“There is a fountain filled with 


Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners, plunged beneath that 
flood 


Lose all their guilty stains.” 
Hear the Word of God: “Tho’ 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall 


be red’ like crimson, they shall be 
as wool.” (Isa. 1:18). Isn’t God’s 
grace marvelous? Isn’t the blood 
of Christ the greatest gift that was 
ever given to sin-cursed, wrecked, 


| ~ |}. The Blood 
The word redeemed has a three- 


fold meaning, The first is to go in- 
to the market — purchase some- 


thing. 

It is a commercial term, used 
particularly of the pawn shop. You 
go into a pawn shop and leave an 
article there — pawn it—and go 
back with the price later and lay 
the price down and you redeem it. 
On day I was in the devli’s pawn 
shop; and so were you, for we were 
sold under sin, every one of us. 
But, thank God, Jesus Christ en- 


‘tered the devil’s pawn shop and 


laid down the price of His precious 
blood and purchased me, redeemed 
me. So the word redemption has 
another meaning, not only: to pur- 
chase but to purchase out of. When 
Jesus Christ went into the devil's 
pawn shop and laid down the price 

of my redemption, He not only 
purchased me from the devil but 
purchased me out of the pawn 
shop. Thank God, He takes us out 
and sets us free. 


The third meaning is to loose, 
And that means, my friend, that 
we are never to go back into the 
pawn shop again. Praise God that 
when it is done, the work is done 
forever. I am redeemed forever by 
the precious blood of Jesus! Not 
by silver and gold, for it is some- 
thing which silver and gold could 
not do; but thank God, His blood 
can and does redeem forever. 

There is a ceremony in the old 
Jewish ceremonial law that so 
beautifully pictures what the sac- 
rifice of Christ does. On the day of 
atonement the high priest brought 
two goats, two live goats, and laid 
his hands upon their heads, and 
there confessed the sins of the peo- 
ple, symbolically laying all the sin 
of the congregation on: the heads 
of the two goats. Then he took one 
of them and severed the veins in 
his throat, letting out the life blood 
which. he’ caught in a basin and 
took that hot blood into the holy 
of holies and sprinkled it on the 
mercy seat as an atonement for 
their sins. Thank God, one day 
Christ shed His blood on the old 
rugged cross. Can’t you see it 
streaming down from the thorn- 
crowned brow, from His hands, 
His feet and His side and from 
His lacerated back until the 
whole cross is dyed with it?That is 
the price of our redemption. God 
is propitiated; man is reconciled. 
The remedy for sin has been pro- 
vided; Jesus’ blood is the all-suf- 
ficient remedy. 

Then the high priest took the 
other goat and gave him to a 
trusted servant, who took that live 
goat.and carried him to the back 
side of the desert and turned him 
loose, and left him there to wan- 
der about until he perished, bear- 
ing away the sins of the people, 
never to come back again, never 
to be seen again by the eyes of 
man. O, that is what John the 
Baptist meant when He said, “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which tak- 
eth (beareth) away the sin of..the 


world.” He not only bore my Sins] 


in His body on the cross; but thank 
God, like the scapegoat, He took 
them away, out yonder where they 
will never come back and where no 
eye shall ever see them again. 
Thank God, they are gone forever. 

The old Negro was right. when 
somebody said, “Is there anything 
God cannot do?’’ The old Negro 
said, “Yes, there is one thing He 
can’t do.” Everybody was aston- 
ished and the questioner said, ‘‘You 
know there is nothing that God 
cannot do.” The old Negro said, 
“Yes, there is. There is one thing: 
God can’t do. God can’t see my sins 
no more when they is under the 
blood.” O, God says, ‘I will put 
your sins behind my back and I 
will remember them against you 
no more forever.’ (See Isa. 38:17, 
Heb. 10:17). “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin.” 


2. We Can Overcome the Devil 
By The Blood 


And then, we overcome the devil 
by the blood. Listen to what we 
read in Revelation 12:11, ‘And 
they overcame him by the btood of 
the Lamb.” . 

There is.another picture symbol 
in the Old Testament account of 
the night of the passover, which 
represents this same truth of over- 
coming by the blood. You see the 
blood not only «n the lintels above 
the doors, but there is blood also 


on the two side posts of the doors. 


The blood on the lintels above is 
the blood that stands between Is- 
rael and God, between them and 
the wrath of God against whom 
they have sinned. But, thank God, 
there is not only blood on the lin- 
tels of the doors, but there is blood 
on the side posts, that is beween 
them and the world, the flesh and 
the devil. Thank God for the pre- 


cious blood of Jesus Christ. 

Isn't it great to be saved? 

Not only do we overcome the 
devil here by the blood of Christ, 
but John saw him completely over- 
come and driven into hell by the 
Cross. Hear it! ‘‘And I saw an an- 
gel come down from heaven, hav- 
ing the key of the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. And 
he laid hold on the dragon, that 
old serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bot- 
tomless pit...” The devil, that old 
deceiver, is cast into that pit, and 
the angel turns the key. Do you 
know what I think that key is? I 
think it is the cross. For the day 
when Jesus died on the cross was 
the beginning of the end for the 
devil. God had promised in the gar- 
den of Eden that the seed of the 
woman would bruise the serpent’s 
head, and that bruise to the head 
means death. The devil's death 
warrant was signed and sealed that 
day when Jesus looked up into the 
Father’s face and said, ‘“‘It is fin- 
ished.”” One day we found our way 
to the cross. We were washed in 
His blood and redeemed out of the 
devil’s pawn shop; and by that 
blood we will overcome him, thank 
God, and will be more than con- 
cuerors. 

The blood, the blood, the pre- 
cious blood that cleanses from all 
sin! How do you receive it? Just 
one word is enough. Accept by 
faith His finished work. Do not try 
to add anything to it. It does not 
need it. It is enough. Do no try to 
add any of your works to it. It 
does not need them. -Do not try to 
add ordinances to it. Do not try to 
add church membership to it. Do 
not put a priest between you and 
it. For the veil of the temple has 
been rent in twain from -top to 
bottom, and everything that stands 
between the soul and God has been 
removed and the holy of holies has 
been thrown wide open. Come by 
way of the cross. “For there is 
one Mediator between God and 
man.’ Accept the finished work .of 
Jesus Christ by faith, and it is 
done, the transaction is done. 


The Editor Adds An Appeal And 
A Decision Blank 


Dear reader, you have read Dr, 
Hankin’s deeply moving’ serrion. 
your are impressed, surely, with 
the terrible things sin does, and 
are glad to see what the precious 
blood of Christ Can do. Are you 
saved? Have all your sins been put 
under the blood, by trusting Je- 
sus Christ for forgiveness and sal- 
vation? If you have not definitely 
and once for all committed your 
heart to Christ; if you have not be- 
fore this accepte’ *"'m as your 
own personal Saviour, by a definite 
transaction, will you not do-so to- 
day, right now? Here I add a de- 
cision Blank. 

Will You first; in: your hcart hon- 
estly confess your sin to Christ, 
and trust Him today to forgive all 
your..sins and save your soul? 
Then, second, will you sign this de- 
cision blank and show it to your 
wife or husband or friend or. pastor 
as a confession that today you 
take Christ as your own Saviour? 

Then, third, will you either write 
me in your owii words, or ciip this 
coupen, and mail it, or copy this 
statement and mail it to me? 

Thus will I know you are _ 
which will make me very happy; I 


will write Dr. Hankins of your de- , 


cision, which will rejoice his heart, 
and then I will write you a person- 
al letter of counsel and encourage- 
ment, and will send helpful litera- 
ture. So decide and let me know 
at once if you will this very day 
accept Christ and trust in His 
blood to cover all your sins and 
save your soul.: 


Decision Blank 


Evangeliest John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

145 N. Hale 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Dr. Hankins’ sermon, 
“The Precious Blood of Jesus” in 
The Sword of the Lord. I confess 
to God, that I am a sinner, unsaved 
till now. Here and now I repent 
of my sins, I accept Christ as my 
own personal Saviour and trust 
Him today to forgive all my sins 
and save my seul. I will confess 
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Christ as my Saviour and by His a 
help I purpose to live for Him the = 


remainder of my life. 


Address 


Date 


: 
7 
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(Continued from page one) @ 


* Christian Reformed Church. I was 


just a self-righteous Pharisee. I 


a. can see that now, but I couldn’t 


then. That night in the service. I 
felt I was not saved. Something 
was wrong with my heart, but I 
could not understand what it was. 


‘I believed Christ died and arose 


again. I believed He was the Son 
ot God, but that is not enough. I 
did not raise my hand, and left 
that meeting with a sad heart. The 
next day I was still disturbed, and 
one thing ied to another, until I 
finally thought I had committed 


- the unpardonable sin. 


“Some weeks later this song, ‘Je- 
sus Paid It All’, came to me, but 
I had this terrible fear in my heart 
go that I could not accept the 
truth. I did not know that wne 
Holy Spirit was speaking to me. 
So, for ten years I have had this 
fear hanging over me. And then 
my husband sent for three books 
from you, and I read the wrong 
book first, Twelve Tremendous 
Themes. In there, you mentioned 
the unpardonable sin, so that I 


feared more than ever. I thought I 


would go mad when I read that. I 
became a wreck mentally and phys- 
ically; I could not eat or sleep. I 


- stopped reading on page 101. A 


few days later, I saw the book, 
When Skeletons Come Out of the 
Closets. I was afraid when I read 
that, but my eyes went down the 
list of subjects until they rested on 
‘Jesus, the Sinner’s Refuge,’ and 
‘The Last Invitation in the Bible.’ 
I still wanted to be saved. On page 
‘Someone 


. etc. I-wish I-had read this 
book first. I would probably not 
be a wreck. I gave my heart to 
Jesus the best I could. I can see 
now that God loves me and will 
save me, that the Holy Spirit led 
me on. 

“T-am, taking treatments for my 
nerves and am resting. My faith 


is still very weak. Will you pray 


for me, Dr. Rice, that my faith 
may become strong? I want to 
setve Jesus with my whole heart. 
I have spurned His love too long; 
‘alréady~fam about 38 years old. 
‘We have your book on Prayer also. 
‘Cordially yours,” 
Mrs. J. C. 
Hudsonville, Michigan 


Good News From Italy 
“Wilbraham, Mass. 
“June 16, 1944 
“y am writing to inquire if l 


2. “tan get some booklets entitled 


What Must I Do To Be Saved? I 
had one, I do not remember where 
I got it, and I sent it to a boy in 
Italy in the service and this is 
what he wrote to me: 

‘Dear Mon: 

“‘T received two letters from 
you dated April 2 and 23. Once 
again I’m stumped for words. I'll 
tell you why. I was reading the 
booklet you sent me entitled, What 
Must I Do To Be Saved by Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice. Something 
happened, mon: You have done for 
me what no other person could or 
would do.’ 

“This boy wants another one of 
those booklets to send to his sweet- 
heart .. . I would like to send sev- 
eral to this lad that he might keep 
up the good work he has started. I 
do not know this lad only through 
his precious letters to me. He is a 


‘a buddy of my son who did his part 


A Light Shining 
for Christ 
in the very heart of the dark continent 
BEREAN AFRICAN 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Incorporated 


A Fundamental, Unaffiliated 
| Faith Mission 


Laboring for Christ in the Kivu Dis- 
trict of the Belgian Congo. Trainin 
young native workers to go forth wit 
the Gospel to their fellow-tribesmen. 
The need is tremendous and the le- 
borers are few. Fellow-helpers and 


ers are needed on the 


r. “Missiongrams," the cial 
publication, sent free upon 


Mailing Address: P. ©. Box 


234, | Louis, Mo. Office: 


—_— 
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“sixty-five or over. 


in witnessing for our blessed Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
Mrs. F. E. B. 


"| Was Converted Yesterday” 


“Charlotte, Michigan 
“June 1, 1944 
“My dear Mr. Rice: 

“I have just finished reading your 
booklet called, What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? I think it is the best 
book I ever read. I am a girl of 13 
years and I was converted yester- 
day. I can’t describe how I felt 
afterwards. It seemed as though I 
had been in the dark and suddenly 
it was light. 

“Will you pease send me about 
25 booklets of What Must I Do To 
Be Saved? I would like to give 
them to my friends.” 

“Yours cruly ’ 
Miss M. M. 


Child Saved; Wants To Win 
Loved Ones 


“Cushing, Texas 
“June 20, 1944 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“T am @ little girl eleven years 
old. My aunt just read the book, 
What Must I Do To Be Saved? I 
realize I am a sinner and that Je- 
sus died on the cross for my sins, 
so I can go to live with Him in 
Heaven when I die. If you will 
send me twenty of the little book- 
lets I will give them: out to my 
little friends and cousins.” 

“Your little sister in Christ,” 

je > 


Sick One Turns. to Christ for 


Salvation 


“Pettibone, N. D. 
June 23, 1944 
‘‘Dear Mr. Rice: 

“Greetings in the name of our 
loveiy Lord.” 

“T am sending this signed con- 
fession. to you. Mrs. W............ is 
sick in bed and so can’t write very 
well. Not sure of her age but she 
draws old age pension and so is 
She is going to 
join the Congregational church as 
soon as she can sit up. I talked 
to her several times for six weeks 
and gave her the tract a week ago. 
Pray for her husband that he may 
come, too. I enjoy The Sword of 
the Lord. 

“In His Service,’ 
Mabel A. Weller 


BS... Woe signed the de- 
cision slip from the booklet, What 
Must I Do To Be Saved, which 
reads: 

“Realizing that 1 am a sinner 
and believing that Christ died for 
my sins, I here and now trust Him 
to be my personal Saviour, depend- 
ing on Him to forgive all my Sins, 
change my heart, and give me ev- 
erlasting life as He promised to 
do. I am glad to confess Him as 
my Saviour and gladly mail this 
to let you know.” 


Inmate Trusts God 


“Dear Sir: 

“] read your name on the front 
of a book named, The Soul Win- 
ner’s Fire. It was given to me by 
a man who comes to the city penal 
farm, a jail or farm for law-break- 
ers. I am here serving a sentence 
for doing wrong. 

“What I wanted to tell you is 
that I have heard you preach in 
Roanoke, Virginia. You were hold- 
ing a revival there. My grandmo- 
ther attended regularly. Mr. Rice, 
I am eighteen years old; and I 
have just discovered I can’t get 
through this world without the 
Lord as my Saviour. I accepted 
Him as my personal Saviour to- 
day, June 18, Sunday. I felt hap- 
py and relieved out of my burdens 
and troubles.” 

* I wish at your next service 
you would pray for me in audience 
for God to help me stay on the 
right path .My time is up August 
23, 1944. Then I can work for the 
Lord the best of my ability. I shall 
follow in His footsteps as long as 
I possibly can. It’s hard in jail, 
though. I would like for you to 
write to me anu send me some en- 
couragement. 

“An appreciative friend,” 
W. L. C. 


Letter From "Killer Sentenced To 


Die June 30 


The following letter was sent to 
us by Mr. A. C. Smith who works 
by letter in the Texas Prison Sys- 


|tem. This month Mr. Smith has 


sent us several letters from in- 
mates telling of the bl re- 
|i ceived from the booklets, Bibles, 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


and other literature which he 
sends. We suppose this man has 
been executed now, but we want 
our readers to see how a new con- 
vert feéls facing death after hav- 
ing received Christ in his heart. 


“Huntsville, Texas 
May 23, 1944 

“Dear Friend’ | 

“I received your most welcome 
letter of the 19th, also the money. 
Dear friend, I am sure you can 
find a more worthy cause to use 
money for, so do not seid me any 
more. I have a New Testament 
that my kind friend, Rev. * lum E. 
Hester, at Crockett, Texas, guve 
me, but I will appreciate the Bible 
you are sending. You asked me to 
tell you more about myself; there 
isn’t much to tell. My mother and 
father are dead, and I do not have 
any sisters; one brother but I do 
not know where he is now. I have 
not been married and I do not 
have any friends out there besides 
Rev. Hester and his very dear wife. 
I love them with all my heart be- 
cause if it wasn’t for them, I 
would have left this world a sin- 
ner, but through them I have found 
Jesus and am happy and have 
placed my life and soul in God’s 
hands and it is His will as to what 
happens from now on. I know lots 
of people will say that a condemned 
man will say, ‘Oh, he is just trying 
to gain favor and friends to try 
to get help,’ but I do not care what 
they say or think for I know how 
I feel and that is all that counts 
with me. I know now that when I 
leave this world 1 am going to a 
better place for eternity. I am glad 
you are helping the boys at the 
units. I want you to know I appre- 
ciate your help and friendship and 
your advice very much. Hope you 
will write again. I will close for 
now. “Sincerely yours, C. W. 


Mr. Smith writes this comment 
at the bottom of the above letter: 


“This man, 37, was given a total 
of 130 years in prison. He was sent 
to Eastham Unit, which is called 
the killer’s farm. On this unit he 
killed another convict. He was 
tried at the county seat, Crockett, 
Texas, and was sentenced to the 
elecric chair, sentenced to take ef- 
fect June 30, 1944. While in prison 
at Crockett, this man of God, Rev. 
Blum E. Hester and wife, called on 
him and led him to Christ. This 
you will see from this letter. My, 
if only more preachers would }e 
interested in these unfortunate 
boys! There are four in death row 
now, two white, two colored. ALL 
have accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. Praise His 
name!” 

The demand for the 24 page 
booklet, What Must I Do To Be 
Saved has been so large that we 
have had great difficulty keeping 
it in stock. We are sorry that we 
we have had to delay sendinz out 
thousands of copies. However, last 
week we were able to fill many of 
the orders and other copies will be 
sent just as quickly as they come 
off the press. We have tried to 
get them to chaplains first since 
they change location very often. 
We are trying to reach the men in 
the service before they ‘are gone 
from our shores. God grant that 
not one boy wearing the nation’s 
uniform, bleeding and dying for 
those things we hold dearer than 
life, shall go down to death and 
despair without another chance to 
meet the Saviour! 

Don't you know of someone who 
needs to know of the Saviour? Dr. 


Rice’s 24 page beautiful booklet, 


What Must I Do To Be Suved has 
many, many Scriptures, and the 


way of salvation is made plain for! 


sinners. We will send you as many 
as you can prayerfully use on the 
condition that you give them only 
to those who promise to read them, 
and wherever possible, accompany 
the booklet with a personal word. 
We cannot afford to let you have 
them to hand out promiscuously to 
people who will not read them: 
they are too expensive for that. 


These Helped Us Give Free Book- 


lets In June 
The following helped on the 
printing bill during the month of 
J ae for which we are grateful. 
r. Robert L. Chambers, Tenn. 5.00 


in Maude Russell, Texas 2.00 
Mrs. Arthur Sallee, Texas 1.00 
Miss Lola Bradshaw, Illinois 26.00 
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Evans, Fla. 5.00 
Mrs. Vera Myers, Calif. .90 
Miss Geneva Greatorex. Colo. 2.00 
Mr. Peter Plucker, S. D., 2.00 
Mrs. Sam Jackson, Wash. 1.00 
Mrs. I. R. Carson, Colo. 3.00 
Mrs. J. W. Melton, Ky 1.00 
A friend, Minn. 15.00 


Friday, July 14, 1944 


The Bible Proves That 


Prayer Brings Revival 


(Continued from page two)  « 


If the apostles needed a super- 
natural enduement of power from 
on high to get people saved, then 
how should we ever hope to have 
Bible revivals, and have New Tes- 
tament results follow our witness- 
ing, if we, too, are not endued with 
the same supernatural power of 
the Holy Spirit? And if they need- 
ed to wait and pray for the ful- 
ness of the Spirit for revival pow- 
er, we may be sure that God has 
not changed His plan now. We tv», 
— to tarry and pray for reviv- 
als 


eo. Luke 11:18. “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly -Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them tha: 
ask him ?’' You must read the cun- 
text to understand the blessedness 
of this promise. Jesus had just 
given the parable of a man ‘no 
goes to his friend at midnight 
and, hammering upon the dovr, 


Franklin Park Bap. Ch. Ill. 11.20 
Mrs. Donna A. Tullis, Iowa 1.00 
Mr. Harry J. DeArmey, Pa. 1.00 
Mrs. Annie Bailey, Texas 1.00 


Lt. Laurence E. Enlow, Tenn. 2.00 


Mr. Malcolm Brown, Pa. .00 
Mrs. Mary Manoogian, Wash. D. C. 

1.50 
Mr. R. H. Bartell, Calif. 4.00 
Mrs. E. J. Teverbaugh, Kan. 1.90 


Mr. & Mrs. Verle Spring, Neb. 
10.00 
Miss Leodora Lederer, Fla. .00 
Mr. Richard Lee Hammer, Ky. 1.00 
Mrs. W. F. Zander, Calif. 1.00 
Mr. Dwayne Royer, Inu. 
Mrs. Roy Strait, Minn. 
Mrs. John H. Taylor, Neb. 
A friend, Texas .00 
Mrs. Bruce Gudgel, Tenn. 
Mr. Merritt Keller, Ohio 2.00 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. H. Walter, Mo. 
8.75 
1.00 
1.00 
3.00 
..6.00 
1.00 
1.00 
4.00 
1.25 
1.00 
6.00 
2.00 
3.00 


Miss Hazel Fulton, Neb. 
Mrs. Ray Reteneller, Pa. 
Sgt. M. L. Hughes, Wis. 
Mrs. Opal Sibert, Il. 
Mr. J. A. Spangler, Iowa 
Miss Thelma J. Ellis, Miss. 
Mr. T. E. Cashman, Pa. 
Mrs, O. L. West, Wash. 
Mr. O. D. Hershiser, Kan. 
A friend, Ohio 

Mrs. Willis Kirkland, Pa. 
Mrs. Lester Mohr, Ml. 


Mrs. Kenneth MacLean, Mon. 12.25 
A friend,.W. Va. 1.00 
Mrs. Fred Baker, Jr., Ill. 2.50 
Mrs. Geo. Wallen, N. Y. 2.00 
Pvt. Forrest H. Nye, Okla. 1.00 
Mr. Alfred Seat, Okla. 1.00 
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Reid, Va. 1.00 


Mrs. Perry Mason, Mo. 70 
Mrs. Arthur Sallee, Tex.as 
Mrs. Anna Mason, Neb. 


Mrs. H. S. Smith, Iowa 1.00 

Mr.,. Ward Hollopeter, Ore. .50 
Mrs. Jno. Rochelle & Mary Jane 

ag 2.00 

Mrs. Leola Hilliard, Tex. 25 
Mr. & Mrs. H. G. Chrisman, Okla. 

5.00 

Mrs. Arthur Roper, Colo. 2.00 

Mr. J. C. Wolley, N. Y., 2.05 

Mr. Allen Henry, Mo. 4.80 

Mr. Herbert Tafel, Mich. 10.00 


Mrs. W. W. Birtell, Kan. 
Mrs. Hattie Doggett, Kan. 
Mrs. Harold Hubred, Idaho 


Mr. Jacob Krein, N. Y., 1.45 
A friend, Ill. 1.00 
Total for June ~ $220.25 


says, “Friend, lend me three loaves, 
for & friend of mine iri his journey 
is come to me, and I have nothing 
to set before him. ” (Luke 11:5, 6). 
Jesus is explaining how a Chris- 
tian can get the Bread of Life ¢or 
a sinner. This is part of Chri3‘'s 
lesson on prayer. The bread n.cn- 
tioned here is not material bread, 
but spiritual bread. The request is 
not tor something the Christian 
wants for Himself, but the Bread. 
of Life which he wants to carrv to 
a Sinner. And Jesus explains huw 
the friend inside the door will nyt: 
rise and give the three loaves be- 
cause he is his friend, “yet because: 


of his importuhity he will rise and 


give him as many as he needeth.’ 
in ether words, Jesus is saying 
that by constant begging, or: 
pleading, or supplication; that is, 
by importunity, we can have the 
Bread of Life to carry to sinners 
when we heretofore nave had noth- 
ing to set before them. And then: 
Jesus says, “Ask and it shall be 
given you; seek and ye shall tind; 


knock and it shall be opened unto ~ 


you (Luke 11:9), and then te 
sums up the entire teaching of the 
preceding parable in verse 13. “if 
ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children: 
how much more shall your hea 72:- 
ly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?” We i.v:ay 
have the Holy Spirit in His mig ity 
reviving, soul-winning power; we 
may have the Bread of Life to give 
to sinners. But we can only have 
it by importunity, that is, by con- 
tinued prayer. God gives the Holy 
Spirit, and soul-winning power, ‘to 
them that ask him.” 

There could not be a clearer 
promise than this, that revival 
power, soul-winning power, the 
tulness of the Holy Spirit, is for 
those who pray to be filled with 
the Spirit and to have His pow.r. 


Be careful that you read the 
context carefully and you will see. 
that Jesus is here clearly teaching 
Christians to pray for the soul- 
winning power, of the Holy Spirit, 
and has no reference to the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, as 
careless students have sometimes 
thought. Christians are to ask for 
the Holy Spirit in His mighty soul- 
winning power,, to come upon 
them. And Christ has promised 
that we need not fear that in such 
a case we will get a stone instead 
of bread, or a serpent instead cf 
fish, or a scorpion instead of an 
egg. We need not fear the fanati~ 
cism of speaking in tongues, or 
the false claims of a “second biess- 
ing’ with the eradication of the 
carnal nature, if we are really 
praying for the power of God to 
help us win souls. God 1s better 
than an earthly father and gives 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him. 

We do not have revivals, than, 
because of lack of prayer. Individ- 
ual Christians do not have the 
power of the Holy Spirit because 
of lack of prayer. Prayer brings 
revivals. Prayer brings the power 
of God, soul-winning power. 


_ We have given Bible promises 
to prove that revivals come in an- 
swer to prayer: next \ «ek, God 
willing, we will give Bible ¢cam- 
ples that: show revivals and the 
power of the HolyeSpirit came in 
Bible times in answer to prayer. 


STUDY.” Then you don’t know 


epoca rates to classes. 


GET SOMETHING!---YOU CAN! 


Too. many are saying: “I can’t seem to get interested in BIBLE 


practical study system devised by Dr. Keith L. Brooks and. pub- 
lished by American Prophetic League, Inc. To lead you into thrill- 
ing truths, the question method js used, blank spaces for the 
student’s answers to be obtained by looking up references cited. 
These courses have made the Bible a new book to thousands. Get 
started at home NOW! Then teach your material to others, 


about the enticing, fascinating, 


Junior Bible Work 
Young Believer’s Bible Work, 


ae Gospel of Luke Course....50¢ 
beginning course for all.......... ‘db 


Book of Acts Course........ 50¢ 
X-Ray of Romans Course-50¢ 
Prophetic Course 50¢ 


Ch 
Doct Course 
Gospel of John Course 


For other courses, see our 


jstian Character Course......25¢ 
50 


Gospel of Matthew Cc ‘urse 


¢| Revelation Course.............. 50¢ 
90¢| Genesis Course 


50¢ - 
BOOK BULLETIN (Free) 


‘: ) ‘Ss Write at once aiid get started 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, Los Angeles, California — 
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